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Finish This… is an exciting new music making programme accessible to pupils with 

additional and/or Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities; bringing a fusion of 

opera, film and animation straight to your classroom, to provide a creative 

springboard for collaborative composition work. 

In 2021-22, two classes at St. Philip’s School, Chessington and their teacher, Linden 

Greatwood, piloted the programme during its first year. St Philip’s School is a Special Educational Needs 

school for young people aged 9 -19 years. Many students have additional needs such as mild to moderate 

Autistic Spectrum Disorders, language impairment or emotional issues; a few have sensory or medical 

needs. 

In order to understand how the programme worked with young people with Special Educational Needs 

and/or Disabilities, we asked Linden to provide us with some in-depth feedback of her experiences 

running the programme in her school.  

 

Expectations and initial experiences  
 

“I was really impressed with how the class 

responded imaginatively to the music and the 

video” 

Linden chose two classes at her school to give the 

project a try: a Year 7 class and a Year 9 class. 

These classes had both previously demonstrated 

an interest and good engagement in their music 

lessons, as well as having shown themselves to be 

good at working together in a group, and being 

open and inquisitive. A small number of students 

in both groups had sometimes found it harder to engage in some regular lessons in school, although 

some of these students did progress on to engaging with the Finish This… programme after some time.  

When speaking about her plans for the programme, Linden admits, “when I initially found out about the 

project I wasn't sure how to shape and guide the project – I couldn’t picture exactly how to deliver it”. 

However, the Finish This… package includes a variety of resources, including videos, lesson plans, and an 

online CPD session for teachers. After going through the materials and taking part in the online training, 

Linden tells us she felt confident to begin.  

Finish This… begins with a video stimulus that teachers play to students in the classroom on the first 

session before inviting them to respond with their own musical ideas. Linden remarks how impressed she 

was with her students’ initial responses, telling us that they were eager to start experimenting with 

sounds, enthusiastic with reactions to the video, and that her Year 9 class in particular, needed very 

minimal support from her and the LSA to come up with colours and words to respond to the music. 

Our pilot in primary schools across London and Luton found that opera was a good leveller for children: 

rather than a more popular genre that some children may already be familiar with, opera was new to all 

children and provided an equal playing field. Linden tells us about the use of opera in her school: 

“Some students in both Year 7 and Year 9 initially found the music quite strange due to their 

unfamiliarity with opera and needed encouragement and support to understand how it communicated 

the colours. This didn’t translate to any particular challenges for me beyond what I would have expected, 

however. Their keenness kept them interested and I gave more specific scaffolding.” 

https://stphilips-chessington.org/


Delivery and flexibility 

 

“I found the lesson plans very helpful in keeping 

me on track” 

Although Linden is a music specialist with 

academic training in Music, Finish This… is 

designed with non-music specialists in mind. 

Referencing the lesson plans and teaching 

resources, Linden found them “easy to work 

from and adapt, with a good level of detail and 

opportunities to expand or omit sections as the 

situation allows.” She adds, “I would expect 

non-specialists to find them very useful. I like 

how they introduce different elements throughout the process and divide up the project across the 

weeks”. 

The lesson plans provided enable teachers the flexibility and autonomy to decide how to deliver the 

programme in a way that each class will best respond. Our suggestion is to deliver once ‘session’ per 

week, however, in our wider Primary school pilot, several schools delivered the programme over a more 

intensive period, whilst others repeated key lessons in order to solidify learning.  

We asked Linden how she chose to deliver the sessions: “both groups had such great discussions and 

debates about colours that we needed an extra lesson to choose one. Otherwise, I found the lesson plans 

to be incredibly helpful in making the best use of our time. It became a quick process for me to decide 

how to approach the next lesson and which elements to focus on each week. It also meant far less 

planning than I would otherwise have done for those lessons, so that was an added bonus!” 

 

Impact and outcomes 

“Their confidence levels rose and they took pride in their work” 

Although Linden reported a strong level of engagement from both year groups throughout the 

programme, she did note that a small number of students struggled to engage. However, she tells us 

that by the end of the project, some of these students did manage to join in and engage.  

Overall, Linden says, “students in both classes really enjoyed the creative process. Year 7s needed more 

support and encouragement to get started, but once they understood the task, they showed great 

enthusiasm for their lesson each week.” 

Several things Linden mentioned throughout her feedback was that Finish This… quite clearly became 

something her students cared about and took seriously, 

even being asked by one student, “Why can’t we just do 

music all day?!” 

She also tells us of the freedom and autonomy over their 

own music education that students gained from the 

project: “They definitely relished the opportunity to have 

so much freedom in their compositions. It was very 

rewarding to be able to take a step back and watch 

them work thoughtfully and independently. Students 

love to be able to work with their friends without much 

teacher input, and composition allows an element of 

playfulness as you try out ideas.”  

By the time it came to recording their pieces, Linden tells us that several young people displayed “a small 

dose of performance nerves”, which “showed that students took the project seriously and wanted to do 



their best”. They were also eager to hear the work created by other groups in their class: “There was lots 

of curiosity from students to hear their classmates’ finished compositions.” 

Whereas some of her older students had performed to an audience before, many of Linden’s pupils 

started off not very confident with recording, performing, or showing their work to others. By the end of 

the project, “students’ confidence levels rose as we progressed through the weeks, as their pieces took 

shape, and they began to hear the results and feel pride in their work.” In addition, the project was 

“beneficial for their patience, memory, and understanding of working towards a long-term goal.” 

 

 

“Both groups arrived at lessons very enthusiastically each week and one student lamented a 
couple of times, “Why can’t we just do music all day?”” 

“I thoroughly enjoyed watching students collaborate so well… I was regularly able to praise 
students for their teamwork and focus, and ability to make thoughtful decisions about their pieces. This 
of course further enhanced their confidence and positive feelings about the project.” 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

To learn more about the Finish This… SEND Programme and to sign your school up, 

visit our website. 

 

If you have any questions, contact Katy Robinson (Programme Coordinator) on: 

krobinson@eno.org.  

 

 

https://www.eno.org/discover-opera/learning/finish-this/finish-this-send/
mailto:krobinson@eno.org
https://stphilips-chessington.org/finish-this-opera/

